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FORMATION OF THE AUTHORIZED GRAMMAR

Tne Corer-Liry sirsT PART and the Erasmus-Lily materials for the second
part were gradually revised and supplemented to become the authorized
grammar. Wolsey states in his edition of 1529 that the Colet-Lily first part
was already so authorized, “oibus aliis totius Angli¢ scholis prescripea,”
The Convoeation of Canterbury was also in 1529 taking steps toward an
authorized grammar.® There are clear indications that by 1534 the chief
competitors of both parts had for some reason dropped out. These were the
grammatical works of Stanbridge and Whittinton, The various grammatical
and other works of Stanbridge except the Focabudas tend to have their [ast
dated editionsin 1529 0r 1530, But the Aeeidentia as revised by Whittinton
had some half a dozen known editions from 1529, the last dated one in
S. T. C. being 1534, an undated one being guessed as 1550, It looks as if the
Accidentia had not been prohibited by 1529, as Wolsey's statement would
Jead us to suppose; but for some reason it also practically suspended pub-
lication after 1534.

Whittintons own grammatical works show a similar demarcation, His
Deciinationes wominum has its last dared edition in 1533. De heteroclitis
nominibus has its final dated edition in 1533, De nominum generibus [1534].
De octo partibus orationis [1533), De syllabarum quantitatibus [15301]. De
synonymis, 1533, Symtaxis, 1533. Ferborum practerita, [15557). Fulgaria,
1533 Incidentally, the second and apparently the last editien of the Ful-
garia of Horman dates 1530. When Ascham in the Scholemaster some thirty-
vears later condemns the Frlgaria of Horman and of Whittinton, he is
flogging horses long dead; they belonged to his grammar school days, and
had been obsolete for many a year, as were most of the practises he con-
demns,

For some reason, Stanbridge and Whittinton went out whelly about
1534, while Lily continues strong, The competitors of the Colet-Lily firse
part, except Stanbridge’s Aecidentia, cease around 1529 or 1539, tending to
confirm the statement of Wolsey in 1529 that the Colet-Lily first part was
already the anthorized work. It would seem clear also that about 1534 the
competitors of Lily ceased to be published; at least, ceased to be published
regularly and in quantity. One suspects that this date is in itself ominous,
The old texts were shot through with “superstition™ as well as poor Latin,
in their lustrations and elsewhere. These had been Roman Cathelic; Lily
was merely pagan. But whatever the reason, the fact seems to be that by
1534 the works of Lily had won the field. The next problem was to revisa
and supplement them into one complete and authentic whole. This also
was a more gradual process than has usually been supposed.

1See Vol. I, pp. 133-133, Flyon, V. J, “The Grammatical Wricings of William Lily, fr488-11523,"
The Papers #ﬂ.ﬂfﬁh‘wﬁm Society of Amerien, Yol XXXVII, pp. 85-113, came iate print only in
tina€ to be recorded here,
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