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vobis gratia habenda, vobis res ista erit honori . . . Haee exornatio, cim
multum venustatis habet, tum grauitatis, & acrimoniae plurimiim. Quare
videtur esse adhibenda & ad excrnandam, & ad augendam orationem.
Conuersio est, per quam non, vt antd, primum repetimus verbum, sed ad
postremum continenter rewertimur, hoc medo: Poenos populus Rom.
ustitia vicit, armis viecit, liberalitate wicig.!o
Shakspere is repeating only the one word with changed adjectives,
so the result is repetition, as he himself points out, rather than con-
version, This distinction, however, is rather general, and by no means
confined to Ad Herennium. 1t is true that Quintilian, though he uses
the term, vet does not make a figure of it.!2 But Susenbrotus does
s0,'® and so does Wilson in English.

Much the same conclusion is true of “affecting the letter,” This
falls under the general head of compositic, which is not modern com-
position by any means. On this subject 44 Herennium says,

Compositio, est verborum constructio, quae facit omneis parteis orationis
aequaliter perpolitas. Ea conseruabitur . . . si vitabimus eiusdem litterae
nimiam assiduitater: cui vitio versus hic erit exemplo. nam hic nihil pro-
hibet in vitiis, alienis exemplis vti, O Tite, tute Tati, tibi tanta tyranne
tulisti. Et hic eiusdem pogtae: Quidquam quisquam cuiquam quod conue-
niet, neget.1®

Holofernes says, “I will something affect the letter, for it argues
facility.”'® Note “the letter,” liters. Holofernes was displaying ill
taste in defiance of 4d Herennium, et al. Quintilian discusses clash-
ing “lecters” in numerous combinations, but does not appear to
center directly upon alliteration. Susenbrotus, however, says,

Huc referri queant compesitionis uitia, quae Martianus Capella, lib. de
septem artibus liberalibus 5. cap. de elocutione conseripsit: Parcemion
repolptoy vocant, id est Assimile: & fit cum multas noces ab eadem litera in-
cipientes, ex ordine collocantur: ut, Machina multa minax minatur maxima
muris, Casus Cassandra canebat. Mammam ipsam amo, quasi meam ani-
mam, Sol & luna luce Jucent. [unio, Tuno leuis iure irascitur. Sosia in
solario soleas sarciebat suas. O Tite tute Tati tibi tanta Tyranne tulisti,
&c_l.ll'i
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