640 SMALL LATINE AND LESSE GREEKE

I see no necessary connection, In each, we simply have an ass, nota
mule, bearing gold, for it should be noticed that in the zecond illus
tration death at the journey’'s end of life unloads the man, not the
ase, Other explanations of the passages by various commentators
seem to me as good as this one.

Theobald™ thinks also that “take the safest occasion by the
front"™® j5 from Phaedrus, V, 8. This idea, however, was proverbia]'®
and to be had from many sources.

Elsewhere, 1 have shown that another allusion to a story by Phae-
drus comes to Shakspere through Persius.”® I know, therefore, of no
definite evidence that Shakspere had direct acquaintance with Phae-
drus.® The evidence seems clear, however, that Shakspere had his
fables in grammar school, pretty certainly in some form of the col-
lection by Camerarius.

11 Theabald, W., Clarrical Element, p. 291, 2 Opkedio, 111, 1, 52,

ut See above, p. 352 U See Vol 1T, pp 5440

im There are, of course, other fables in Shakspere than those af Acsop or pscudo-Aesop, and
their sources might also well be examined.



