CraprTER XV
THE ETON SYSTEM UNDER QUEEN ELIZABETH

WHEN WE NOW TURN to the Eton system, we find that it also has re-
ceived changes similar to those we have found elsewhere, and is
transmitting them to other schools. Fortunately, we have the Eton
curriculum early in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, dating prebably
about 1560, This enables us to see what changes have occurred at
Eton in the intervening thirty years from 1530. Since this account
gives a full picture of the curriculum of probably the most in-
fluential school of the period, just before Shakspere was born, it
may be well to quote pertinent sections of it in translation.? The
boys were called at five, but we are not interested here in their rou-
tine till school starts at six.

Six O'cLock

The usher enters and in the upper part of the school begins prayers on
bended knees, which being finished, he descends to the first and lowest class,
demanding from them both a part of speech and a verb, which on the pre-
ceding day he had given ro be conjugated.* From the first he turns to the
second, from the second to the third, from the third, if it seems desirable,
to the fourth, which sits in his part till seven o’clock, there to be examined
if anything rather ohscure should arise. Meanwhile one of the prepositors
of school, going ta the prepositors of each form in the part of the master
as well as of the usher, brings from them the listed names of those absent
from morning prayers, and gives them to the usher. Likewise ancther pre-

ositor (who by himsclf always performs this duty) having inspected care-
ully the hands and face of each individual, if perchance any have come to
school with unwashed hands; these he presents to the master immediately
upon his entrance,

Sevex OcLock
The fourth form transfers from the part of the usher to that of the master,

 Crensy, Etonians, pp. 77 f.1 Etonigna, December 6, 1905, The latter appears 2o be from
the authentic form.

¥ Thete is & cranslacion of the whole in Efernions for December 6, 1923, which I did not ses
ttll my own translation had been made. Some of the technicalities have not been fully grasped.
I have noted each time differences in curricalum as they occur in Baker's transcript of the
Eton statutes (Creasy, Eromians, pp. 77-84), in the Westminster cormiculum as trenseribed in
1368 (University of Illinois Library), and in the Westminster curriculum after 1574 (Leach,
Educational Charters, pp. 496525, reprinting from Cathedral Commission Repore of 1814,
p. {rg), which purports o be from Par 2 Eliz. pt. =i, but is not).

* Final clause not in Westminster copies.
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